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Explore alternative methods of construction & use of materials to design a contemporary home 
which minimizes reliance on mechanical heating and cooling, responds to site conditions, con-
serves water, allows for flexibility of uses now and over time, plans for universal access for 
people of varying abilities and reflects the changing demographics of today's families. 

Challenge: 

Our Commitment: 
Impressions The Home Builder is pleased to present our concept for the upcoming  
Ellenbrook Contempo Display Village. 
 
This home has arisen from a combination of the need for more flexible housing serving a wider demographic 
and the imperative to move to the future which is ‘sustainable’ dwellings.   
Impressions is already planning a commitment to flexible, affordable housing in our new range to be launched 
early in the new year.  We are also committed, through collaboration with suppliers and trades, to demonstrat-
ing to homebuilders in the project home market that sustainability can be affordable.   
Impressions the homebuilder believes that a position in the Contempo Display Village would be an ideal show-
case for our product direction for the coming years. 

Concept Solution: 
This home has been designed to be attractive to a wide demographic, from committed singles, couples and 
small families through to ‘empty nesters’ and retirees with quality of life in mind. 
The Porch area immediately suggests an interaction with the neighbourhood, a morning cuppa, a beer with a 
neighbour. The home, though modern in style, remains Australian in it’s invitation. 
This house does not stand on formality, the Entry, only secluded enough for privacy, opens immediately into the 
Living area, with a view to the courtyard beyond.  Convenient for business clients, a possible office is nearby, 
alternatively this could be a guest room or workroom, open the doors and louvres and this room is part of the 
living zone.  
The North facing Dining area is the centre of the home, opening on to the courtyard to create a large entertain-
ment area.  The cross ventilation through this space is remarkable, the timber louvres opening to adjacent 
rooms bringing to mind the casual lifestyle of a Broome bungalow. 
The Kitchen directly addresses the outdoor living space, a slick servery window providing access from the in-
door storage and preparation area to the outdoor counter top, sink and BBQ. 
Viewable from the Kitchen but also offering privacy when necessary, the second multi-purpose room might pro-
vide a bedroom, study or playroom.  Opposite, the main bedroom is the only ‘closed’ room in the house, how-
ever, the shared ensuite access ensures not even the use of this room is defined.   
The Laundry and second bathroom are combined to allow enough space for easy access to the hob less 
shower recess and WC. The garage floor is graded to the rear door of the home which is generous enough to 
allow wheelchair access if required. 
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In this category we have address the issue of access,  
security and safety to the dwelling. 
 
· As per the site requirements the garage has been located at the rear of the home to en-

sure an open and welcoming entry has been created. 
· A large front porch, decked in recycled timber provides the ideal space to relax with 

friends, or chat to neighbours. The floor level is positioned at the same level as the wide 
paved path leading up to the entry, ensuring easy access for all visitors or all abilities. 

· A sensor spotlight located to the right of the front porch provides ample lighting for safety 
as well as security to the front of the home. 

· Surveillance to the street can be gained from any of the 5 louvre windows featured on 
the front elevation. 

· The right hand side of the home acts as the main living and play areas which is pro-
tected by a small side gate towards the front of the home. This area is easily overlooked 
through any of a number of windows from any of the living areas including the kitchen. 

· In addition to this, the large open living spaces are framed by a protected alfresco area 
allowing a seamless transition from indoor to outdoor living. Featuring Modwood™ deck-
ing this area is covered by a Solar pergola which spans an area over 14 sqm, providing 
shade from the summer sun. 

· For ease of movement throughout the home we have opted to maintain one floor level. 
Widening the door openings  to 870mm into all internal rooms including the main hall-
way, bathrooms and the garage ensures that access and movement is easily gained re-
gardless of ability. 

· The second bathroom features a hob less shower while the semi-ensuite provides ample 
space around the WC for wheelchair access. 

· The majority of the floor will be covered by a non slip natural stone tile with the ability to 
warm in the winter sun and cool in the summer shade. 

· The master suite and two multipurpose rooms will feature plantation Bamboo timber 
flooring.  

 
 To the right. This double hung Aneeta Sashless Window will 
  act as a servery between the kitchen and alfresco kitchen for 
  easy transfer of food and cooking utensils. 

 
 

1A. Social 
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In this category we have addressed the issue of solar orientation, innovative design 
and low maintenance materials. 
 
· Gas boosted solar to water system to be installed. 

1B. Economic            

· All fixtures and fitting have been selected for their 
energy efficiency and water saving qualities. See 
Environmental Criteria (page 10) for more details. 

· Dishwasher recess will be provided in the reproduction with an option for clients to in-
clude a high Star rating machine. 

· Building products such as Colorbond roofing, double brick, Steel windows etc are all of 
very high quality and will represent longevity in the home. 

· Corian has been used for both the kitchen and alfresco kitchen bench tops. This com-
posite product is hard wearing, long lasting and completely renewable. 

· Impressions has opted to use Modwood™ decking for the alfresco and front porch ar-
eas. The product consists of reclaimed wood fibers and plastic resin. The surface is 
non-slip, non stain, low maintenance, does not rot, does not require any additional var-
nish or oils and has an extremely long life span.  

· Where possible Impressions has tried to use local or Australian businesses and  
 products, some of which are listed below: 
 - BGC Commercial (WA owner and produced)    Window frames 
 - Affinity Windows (WA owned and produced)    Windows and doors 
 - Corinthian (Australian owner and WA produced)   Doors 
 - Midland Brick (WA owned and produced)    Bricks 
 - Solver (Australian owner and produced)     Paints 
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1B. Economic           cont.  

· As part of the plan for effective lighting and energy use, Impressions will be adopting 
Synergy’s Smart Power Metering, ensuring that all power supplied to the dwelling will 
be a product of either the wind or the sun. 

· The lighting for this home has been carefully planned to minimize the use of lighting 
unless necessary. Long life low watt globes will be used through out the home to mini-
mize power expenditure.  

· Florescent lighting has been used in areas of high traffic for long periods of time. 
· Incandescent lighting has been placed in areas that require light for only short bursts 

such as the master bedroom and multipurpose rooms. 
· Task lighting over the kitchen benches will provide better light for short periods of use 

and preparation in the kitchen. 
· Low wattage wall lights have been positioned on the inner walls to the dining area. 

Switches have been placed near the front door and back hallway which will allow this 
lighting to be turned on for travel into or out of the house instead of turning on the main 
living room lighting. 

 
Please refer to Page 7 for full lighting plan. 

RIGHT: 
Internal louvres will 
provide cross ventila-
tion through the home 
while allowing the mul-
tipurpose rooms to be 
shut off for privacy. 
LEFT: 
External louvres will 
provide good cross 
ventilation and help 
control the temperature 
inside the home. 
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1C. Environmental         

In this category we have addressed the resource efficiency of  water, energy and waste 
during the  construction period and beyond. 
 
i. Energy Efficiency 
· In order to gain the most advantage from Perth’s warm temperate climate the living and 

entertaining areas have been located to the north aspect of the home. Natural daylight 
and warmth easily fills these areas through ample glazing on the north side. 

· Although the home is primarily open plan, there is the ability to close off rooms and cre-
ate zones for heating and cooling efficiency. A door on the passage shuts the rear of the 
home including the bedroom and multipurpose rooms off to conserve the heat or cool. 
This detail also makes these spaces multifunctional.  

 The front ‘Multipurpose 1’ room could transform into any desired space whether it be a 
 home office or study, media of extra living room or even a guest wing. 
 Internal louvers allow both rooms to be open up to allow excellent cross ventilation 
 through the home. 
· The windows on the North  aspect are protected from the hot summer sun by ample 

eaves. A solar pergola over the alfresco area serves a similar purpose to the expanse of 
glazing into the dining area. 

· Windows to the east have been reduced to 2 small louver windows to reduce heating in 
summer. 

· All doors and windows will be provided with draft stoppers and seals to conceal the heat 
in winter and prevent unwelcome draughts. 

· ‘Wirlie birds’ will be located on the west and north face of the roof to provide additional 
ventilation. 

· Insulation in the roof will be of a R3.5 rating to compliment the energy efficiency of the 
home. 

· The roof cover chosen is a light shaded Colorbond (Dune) to reflect heat from the sun to 
improve comfort levels during summer. 

· Eave vents have been added to the Northern perimeter of the home over the living room 
and master suite to provide additional ventilation. 
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1C. Environmental         cont.  

ii. Water Conservation 
· Towards the rear of the home a 1500l Rainwater tank have been included to collect rain 

from the north west portion of the roof. This water will be fed back into the toilet in both 
the semi-ensuite and bathroom, as well as to the washing machine in the laundry. 3 
Rainwater taps have been positioned to allow watering of the two courtyards to the south 
as well as to the veggie garden located to the rear of the property. 

 
 
iii. Waste Management & Air Quality 
· All exhaust fans to be fitted with draught stoppers 
· As mentioned earlier in the criteria there are a number of recycled 

and renewable products that have been selected including recycled 
timber and Corian. 

· Where possible Impressions has endeavored to use natural sur-
faces not requiring paints etc such as the reconstituted timber  

 decking, Corian surfaces in the Kitchen as well as low VOC paints 
 through the interior and exterior of the home. 
  
 

2. Landscape      
In this category we have addressed the issue of water wise gardening and sustainability 
of habitat through native planting. 
 
· First and foremost all of the flora selected throughout the landscaping has been done so 

from the Ellenbrook Village 6 Plant List. 
· The front portion of the landscaping features both hardscaping and landscaping with na-

tive WA plants. 
· Grass trees feature against the elevation with mass planting of differing colours of Kan-

garoo Paw and native shrubbery. 
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· Heavy weed free mulch will be used around the base of all garden beds to help contain 
water in the plant roots. 

· A sub soil irrigation system, complying with Irrigation Association of Australia standards 
will be installed through out the gardens for irrigation. 

· Passive solar principals have been considered when placing plants around the garden 
with the following solutions being adopted: 

 - low shrubbery with trees to the south east corner to direct wind through the front  
  windows and door. 
 - Dense shade loving shrubs and ground covers in the base of the courtyards. 
· A wash down zone has been identified in the alfresco area to be used during the con-

struction process for washing of chemicals etc. This area will be covered by decking and 
hence will not effect any subsequent planting. 

2. Landscape          cont. 

3. Closing Statement          
Impressions believe this home will set a new benchmark in open plan in the project market, 
whilst also demonstrating that sustainable design is the smart choice.  
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4. Elevation & Plans 
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